Road-RaU transport

the Bangalore-Hindupur route of 63 miles and that between
Madras and Vellore of 82 miles are a few of the long
distance routes operated by motor carriers.    At present,
competition is confined to passenger transport and in a
small measure  to  goods traffic.    On  the  South  Indian
Railway there is freight competition by road lorries within
a range of about fifty miles, and the Madras-Wallajahbad
route of forty and a half miles is one of the longest routes
operated.   To meet the competition of road traffic the
South Indian Railway has been forced to lower its fares;
for example, the fare from Madura to Dindigul on which
section competition is rife has been reduced to seven annas.
South of Madras, the districts worst affected by motor bus
competition  are  Coimbatore,  Trichinopoly and  Tanjore.
In the  State of Travancore, transport conditions were
chaotic until the State took up the monopoly of motor bus
transport on the main trunk route from Trivandrum to
Cape   Comorin.   It is in  these   districts, that we  find
the South Indian Railway devising ways and means to
compete with the road pirates,   Trichinopoly to Dindigul
is a distance of 58 miles and the fare is only ten and a
half annas, while the fare from Chidambaram to Cuddalote
(New Town), a distance of just 26 miles, is eight annas.
Similarly, the third class fare from Trivandrum Central
to Punalur at the beginning of the Ghat section and &
distance of 69 miles is only twelve and a half annas.   These
are only a few figures taken just to illustrate the effect of
road   competition   on  railway   rates.   A   more   detailed
investigation of this question will be made when we coiM
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